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Event Overview»
 
Singapore-Jiangsu Collaboration - Innovating Our Future is a one-day summit co-organized by» » » » »              
Social Innovation Park (SIP) and Jiangsu Industrial Technology Research Institute (JITRI). 
  
Jiangsu province is the biggest economy in East China, with GDP reaching S$1.76 trillion (RMB8.59                             
trillion) at 8.4% growth in 2017, almost the size of the Australian GDP. Jiangsu is the top provincial                                   
investment destination for Singapore companies in China, with Singapore’s cumulative investments                     
into Jiangsu reaching over S$36.8 billion (US$27.1 billion) as of end-September 2017.                       
Singapore-Jiangsu trade currently accounts for about 10% of Singapore-China trade, rising 13.2%                       
year-on-year to reach S$11 billion (US$8.1 billion) in the first three quarters of 2017. 
 
Singapore-Jiangsu Collaboration was kick-started back in 1994 by the then Prime Ministers HE Mr                           
Deng Xiaoping and HE Mr Lee Kuan Yew, with the birth of the Suzhou Industrial Park. Over the last                                     
24 years, Singapore-Jiangsu G2G, B2B and P2P relations expanded and deepened into various                         
industry sectors and Jiangsu cities. Meanwhile, the Suzhou Industrial Park also developed into a                           
modern city with a high-tech industrial park at its core, a prosperous population, and one of the most                                   
liveable places in China.  
 
As we enter a new stage of development and growth that will be accelerated by the Belt and Road                                     
Initiative, and with Singapore also entering the fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR), more collaborative                         
bridges and platforms - traditional and new - need to be built, particularly in the areas of technology                                   
and innovation, so we could progress together. We are prompted to think about what the second                               
phase of Singapore-Jiangsu Collaboration could look like, beyond the Suzhou Industrial Park joint                         
venture. More pertinently, how do we mindfully shape the desired future of our countries, in a                               
collaborative manner that brings better standards of living and better lives for our citizens? 
 
This event brings together leaders from business, government and academia in Singapore and                         
Jiangsu, especially those involved in the deep tech, to discuss the future of collaboration for economic                               
transformation and inclusive growth.  
 
We were honoured to have many distinguished guests grace our event, including our                         
Guest-of-Honour, Ms Tin Pei Ling 陈陈佩玲佩玲, CEO of 通商中国 Business China and  » » » »              
Member-of-Parliament, our VIP from China, Mr Wang Qin, Director-General of the Department of          » »            
Science and Technology of Jiangsu Province, as well as distinguished Excellencies and                »      
Ambassadors from Finland, China, and Jordan. The event was hosted by Prof Liu Qing, President» » » » »             » »    
of JITRI, and Ms Penny Low, Founder of SIP, Senior Strategy Advisor of JITRI, and former      » »                      
Member-of-Parliament. It was attended by 70 participants from 39 organizations (please see Annex                         
for list of organizations). Dr. Yeo Sze Ling, a Research Scientist at A*STAR Institute of Infocomm        » » »                  
Research specializing in cryptography, also an SIP Fellow, was the MC for the day. 
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Opening Session»
 
Ms Penny Low opened the summit with Welcome Remarks, emphasizing the need for cooperation» »                        
more than ever in this new era of growth and development, particularly with technological                           
advancements. She also urged the audience to think about how, as we reap the business potential                               
and benefits of deep tech, do we also ensure sustainable and inclusive development, and to use                               
technology for good.  
 

 
 
 

 



 
 
The first Opening Keynote was delivered by Mr Wang Qin, on “Open Innovation with Win-Win              » »            
Cooperation”, where he spoke about the current science and technology innovation ecosystem and                         
agenda in Jiangsu, as well as successful models of cooperation with international partners. He said                             
that Jiangsu will actively join the global innovation network, establish and enhance industrial                         
innovation clusters, and enhance the competitiveness of Jiangsu manufacturing industry in the global                         
market. He said that Jiangsu Industrial Technology Research Institute is an important window for                           
Jiangsu to connect with Singapore's innovative resources. JITRI will actively support establishment of                         
R&D and innovation facilities with universities and research institutions in Singapore to form long-term                           
and stable cooperative relationships and carry out various forms of innovative cooperation. 
 

 
 
 
 
   

 



 
 
The final Opening Keynote was delivered by Ms Tin Pei Ling, who took the audience through the              » » »              
history of Singapore-Jiangsu cooperation, and achievements of that cooperation. She said that                       
Singapore has been actively engaged in various models of cooperation with China. Suzhou Industrial                           
Park is the first cooperation project between the governments of China and Singapore, and was a                               
critical window for China to open up to international partnership by being a model of success. She                                 
opined that a platform like this event will surely promote closer collaboration between Singapore and                             
Jiangsu, and push it to a higher level. 
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Expert Keynote Speeches»
 
The Expert Keynote Speech segment was kicked off by Prof Liu Qing who introduced the audience                  » »          
to JITRI, and its development around the three major systems of industrial technology innovation                           
system, industrial technology supply system and research and development industry ecosystem.                     
JITRI seeks to serve as “a Bridge between Global Innovation Resources and Jiangsu”, through                           
strategic partnerships with top universities and research institutes such as the National University of                           
Singapore and Nanyang Technological University. The partnerships will jointly create an innovative                       
ecosystem, build an industrial technology supply system, and enhance the industrial value chain 
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Prof. Ding Han, academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences and director of the Institute of» »                            
Digital Manufacturing Equipment and Technology of the Provincial Research Institute, spoke about                       
"Connecting ‘the last mile’ of the transformation of technological achievements in universities." He                         
introduced the innovative institutional mechanisms of the Institute from the aspects of its objectives,                           
organizational structure, human resources and development, and shared their efforts to strengthen                       
international innovation cooperation and promote the transformation of scientific and technological                     
achievements.  
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